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School Bathroom Project
On Monday morning, I got the week off to a flying start by
accompanying the President and the Immediate Past President of the
Arequipa Ciudad Blanca Rotary Club on a trip to the village of San Juan El
Alto, to visit the school where we built a bathroom facility a couple of years
ago.
The trip to the village is interesting. We're heading toward the coast,
which in Peru means desert, and the countryside is as desolate as can be,

except when you cross a river valley with enough water to sustain

agriculture. The road is curvy, but not necessarily dangerous. Peruvian bus
drivers, of course, can make it dangerous. It looks like one of them took quite
a few people with him here as he went sailing off into the wild blue yonder.

The area around the village is completely rural, and the people all

make their living from agriculture. Finally, we arrived at the entrance to the

school. We had come to capture the signature of the school Director on a
document that summarized the hygiene training that had been conducted as
the final phase of the project. I had figured 2 hours to get there, 10 minutes
to capture a simple signature, and 2 hours to get back home - we'd be home
for in time for lunch, right? Silly me!
As we entered the school, the PA system exploded with announcements
as to where the students were to report immediately. We were invited to pass
down the elementary school equivalent of a red carpet to arrive at the

outdoor recreation area, where the entire student body was assembled. They
had made even more signs thanking us this time (if that's possible) than they

had when we came to inaugurate the bathrooms a year and a half ago. There
were speeches,

a dance exhibition,

and even a very emotive poetry recital.

We were then invited to inspect the bathrooms, which we found had

been maintained in immaculate condition, followed by a tour of the
classrooms to be shown other needs the school has (hint, hint). Then we were

invited to lunch, featuring the ultimate expression of their gratitude to us.

They had deep-fried their finest "cuys" (guinea pigs) in our honor, and I must
say, I had never seen one served this way, lying on its back and slit open so

that all its little deep-fried internal organs were readily accessible for our
culinary enjoyment.

I was so distracted by all this that when it was over, I was heading for
the gate when someone said, "Hey, didn't you come to get a signature?" If I
hadn't been so reminded, I would have left without the one thing we came for.
However, we did get the document signed, and returned home with our

mission accomplished.
New Sponsorships
When I advertised for a sponsor for Maycol, the boy with leukemia, in
last week's report, you may have considered responding, but then thought
there was no need, because surely someone else would have come forward. In
actual fact, I did get 2 definite offers of sponsorship, and accepted the first
one received, but the point is, there aren't a lot of other people out there
stepping up, so if you feel so called, please do respond. It calls to mind the old
adage, "If it is to be, it's up to me."
New Candidates for Sponsorship
We know there are many people in our area that need sponsorships,
and we are proactively seeking them out. Our process to qualify someone to

go onto our waiting list starts with one of our case workers discovering a
possible new candidate in the course of their field work, and bringing
preliminary data back to the office. Victor and Briza then make a joint visit
to the home to cross-check and flesh out the details of the family's story. The
team then jointly decides the priority the candidate should have for being
assigned a sponsor. The value of one of our $30 a month Acercándonos
sponsorships goes well beyond the money the sponsor sends. Having a
sponsorship makes the recipient a member of our Acercándonos ("Coming
Together") family, and opens the door to give the access to all the services we
offer, including psychological counseling, legal services, special group
activities, etc. An Acercándonos sponsorship really does make a significant
difference in a family's life.
This Woman Needs Help!
On Friday, Giuliana and I went to visit Simona Gamarra, age 75, who

is our top priority candidate for an elderly sponsorship. We found her living
in this two-room house, which she shares with her granddaughter. The

house belongs to Simona's only son, who lives in Lima. He comes to visit her
once a year, and leaves only a token amount of money which doesn't begin to
provide for her needs.
Simona's granddaughter sells quail eggs in a market, and only makes
$5-$6 a day, hardly enough to provide even for her own needs. With no other
income in the household, Simona spends her days walking long distances,
despite her bad knees, going from market to market to beg for food.
The house Simona lives in has one room in which she and her
granddaughter sleep, and another room for everything else. This photo

shows the granddaughter's bed, which is just a pile of pads. Simona was also
sleeping on such a bed when we first discovered her, but our program has
provided her a decent bed even though she doesn't yet have a sponsor.
This is Simona's kitchen, complete with a cat to keep any mice at bay.

They do have electricity, but no water and sewer service, so they have to haul
their water to the house in buckets from a public water tap, and use this

outhouse.
When Giuliana asked Simona what she needs, she burst into tears,

but Giuliana has a way of calming the fears of the elderly and making them
feel more secure. She promised she would bring Simona some groceries on
Monday.
There's only so much that we can do for Simona without the regular
support of a sponsorship, so hopefully someone reading this report will say,
"If it is to be, it's up to me" and will contact me. (hintzes3@aol.com)
English Classes in Mujeres con Esperanza
John is now teaching English classes to a large group of kids (up to 60)

in Mujeres con Esperanza every Thursday night. Because of the large
number of students, we have invited Nestor Mogollon, who teaches English at

a local school, to help John, and this week's class was the first that Nestor
attended. The subject matter for that night's class was the vocabulary for

parts of the body. While the students took turns participating at the

whiteboard, those in their seats paid rapt attention, or, in some cases, not so

rapt attention. Everyone paid rapt attention, however, when the ladies from

the office appeared with the snack trays.
Creaciones Angel, Handmade Cards from Peru
I mention, from time to time, that there are 6 girls from the Creaciones
Angel cardmaking group who are still available to make cards if someone
wants to place a specific order. On Friday, I met with 3 of the girls to take

delivery of an order they had just completed. The amount of handwork that
goes into these cards, like this hand-embroidered model, is impressive. If

you'd like to see the 200 different models of cards that are available, visit our
website (www.serving-alto-cayma.info) and click on the Card Shop. There you
can see the 5 techniques which are employed in making the cards, and the
card models available in each technique. If you'd like to order cards, just send
me an e-mail (hintzes3@aol.com) and tell me what you want, and I'll take it
from there.

Salir Adelante ("Getting Ahead") Educational Sponsorships
On Saturday morning, we had our monthly meeting with the students
of Salir Adelante. We always have presentations prepared by members of the
group. This time we had a presentation by Jean Carlos and Jonathan on

things to consider in designing and building a house. We also had a
presentation from a student who is not in the Salir Adelante program, but is
a member of our Rotaract club. He is Juan Carlos, and he gave a presentation

on his career field, which is Geological Engineering. After the presentations
were completed, Lidia conducted a couple of polls of the audience. The first

was for feedback on the presentations, in order to guide future presenters to
better meet this audience's needs, and the second was for ideas for a social
service project which this group could do to give back to the community.
Acercándonos ("Coming Together") Sponsorship Program
On Saturday afternoon, we had one of the most joyous (raucous?)
Acercándonos birthday parties ever. We started with dancing to lively Latin
music, and Giuliana even got 92-year old Paulino to take the floor with her.

Then we had a game, the beanbag toss, that got very heated and competitive.

We paused to enjoy the cakes, of which we had to have two, because we had

approximately 25 people celebrating their birthdays this month. And of
course, no birthday party would be complete without presents. Finally, we

ended the party by breaking the piñata, and everyone returned to their

homes happy.

Acercándonos Program Staff
Every Saturday afternoon, at 4:00, we hold the weekly meeting of the
Acercándonos program staff. We have to have such meetings, because we've

got so much activity going on that we have to plan and coordinate, and we do
it on Saturday afternoons so as to not take time out during the week from
"prime time" for attending to the needs of those whom we serve.
Rotaract Club
The week ended with this evening's weekly meeting of our Rotaract
club. The meeting was attended by José Antonio (President) and Jorge
(Rotaract club advisor) from the Arequipa Ciudad Blanca Rotary Club, who

had many good ideas to offer the Rotactors as they continue getting
themselves organized for the new Rotary year which has just begun. I love
working with these young people. They are the hope of the future for Peru,
and we Rotarians want to make them the best that they can be.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

