Report No. 3 from Alto Cayma - 23 Jul 17
New Sponsorships
I want to thank you for your response to the story of Sra. Simona in
last week's report. I received 4 firm offers of sponsorship for her. The first to
respond got Simona, and the other 3 graciously agreed to sponsor other
elderly ladies in similar circumstances to those of Simona. That's 4 elderly
women who feel more valued and secure today than they did a week ago, and
for that, I again thank those of you who responded.
Earthquake
On Monday evening, we felt a moderate but prolonged tremor which
sent everyone out into the streets, just in case it was going to turn into a "big
one". We later heard that it was a magnitude 6.4, centered just off the coast
of Peru at about the same latitude as Arequipa. Among other things, it
caused a huge landslide that covered the Pan Am Highway, stranding
travelers on this, the only direct route between Arequipa and Lima. As of this
writing, the highway is still closed, and needless to say, the airlines are doing
a booming business.
Meeting a New Family
When we encounter a new family in need (which isn't hard to do
around here), we make a series of visits to learn everything we need to know
in order to decide if we should pursue a sponsorship for that family, and with
what priority. On Tuesday, we visited the home of a single mother who had
been abandoned by her husband, and who had her 6 children and 2
grandchildren living under her roof. When we got there, we found the kids
engaged in creative play in the dirt, which is one "toy" which is readily

available in Alto Cayma. We met Estefany, the girl we're considering for a
sponsorship, shown here wearing a cap and accompanied by her older sister

(also an abandoned single mother) and the sister's 2 children.

The thing that struck us about this house was that the family was
making an exceptional effort to keep it clean and orderly, even putting

linoleum on the floor. They had even painted the walls of their kitchen in a

very imaginative way. This made us think of an idea for a group of visitors
who were coming at the end of this week. You'll read about the visitors later
in this report, but you'll have to wait until next week to hear what we're
going to do in this house.
Letters
On Tuesday, I got a surprise phonecall, like a bolt out of the blue, from
the Cultural Center, saying that half of the "ahijados'" (sponsorees') letters I
had left there for translation back in April were now ready to be picked up.
Those translations have now been scanned, and I'll be sending them on to the
sponsors over the course of the next few days. Meanwhile, the letters that
sponsors sent me to bring down to their ahijados this trip are also in
translation, thanks to a new resource, about whom I hope to be able to write
in next week's report.
English Classes
In an effort to improve the quality of the English classes being offered
in Mujeres con Esperanza, John met with his new teaching partner, Nestor,

to talk about how best to divide the 30-40 kids who show up each week into 2

groups, according to age and ability. This is a nice problem to have - too many
kids for a single class!
Wall of Fame
The rains last February and March washed my handprints off our Wall
of Fame. (Gee, I hope that isn't prophetic!) Here's Genoveva, touching up the

little bit of damage that was also done to Gloria's prints, prior to my

recreating my prints (and hopefully gaining a new lease on life).
Visitors
An eclectic group of 5 visitors arrived Friday morning - 4 from North
Carolina and 1 from Virginia. Kathy and Jennifer are from a Methodist

church in Kannapolis, NC, and this was their second trip to Alto Cayma.
They were joined this time by their friend, Amanda, who is a massage
therapist from Virginia who will be in great demand here. In addition to
these 3 friends, my friend Carol, from Charlotte, returned for her second visit
this year, and was joined by my friend Jim, also from Charlotte, who is here
for his first visit.
The same afternoon they arrived, we took them to visit Shayla, a
young girl in our Acercándonos program, who lives with her mother and little

brother in a school where they work as caretakers. While we were there,

Victor noticed that the glass was missing from one of the big windows, and
was told that it had fallen out and shattered during Monday's tremor. Victor
immediately initiated action to get the glass replaced.
Another Outing for the Elderly
The visitors got here just in time to join us on Saturday for another
outing with the elderly people we serve. Once gain, we joined the elderly
"ahijados" from our Acercándonos program with the elderly from the group
that Lilia and Maris serve in the church, and assembled a group of 108
people. Including staff and helpers, we numbered 120 in all.
The people were there early, nicely formed in lines for the 3 buses that

we had chartered. Unfortunately, the buses were late, and even though the
people boarded promptly, this ultimately cost us one hour of program time at

the recreation area where we held the outing.
Upon arrival, we headed for the recreation court, where Sra. Yrene

initiated the day's activities with a word of prayer. I then introduced the
visitors, with Lurdes translating my introductions into Quechua for the

benefit of those elderly whose Spanish is limited.

John then employed the latest Stateside technology to fill 80 water

balloons in less than 5 minutes. Meanwhile, our guests were already tieing
into the snacks they had brought with them, since they had gotten up so

early that morning.
The balloon toss game then got underway, where it turned out that

some of the gringos were ringers at this game.

Briza then introduced a new game, a relay race to build pyramids out

of plastic cups. After one more game after that, we passed out the box

lunches, and our program ended with Pastor John bringing us the Word,

again with Quechua translation by Lurdes. Then it was time to board the

buses and return home.
P
Parents' Day in the Library
After returning from the outing with the elderly on Saturday
afternoon, the staff assembled on the second floor of our building for our
weekly staff meeting. Meanwhile, Lia was conducting a Parents' Day activity

in the Library, to familiarize the parents with what the Library has to offer,
and to ask them to encourage their children to take advantage of this
opportunity.
Hike to Town
On Sunday, we revived the old tradition of taking visitors to church in
the morning and then setting out to hike down to the city for lunch and

sightseeing. Our visitors proved to be very much into Selfie Mania. It was a

beautiful day for a hike, and after lunch we crossed the river to visit the

Santa Catalina Monastery.

But so much for fun. On Monday morning, we will put our visitors to
work, as you'll read in next week's report.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

