
Report No. 4 from Alto Cayma – 30 Jul 17 
 

A Birthday Surprise 
 
 Monday was the birthday of Jennifer, one of our visitors, and we 
surprised her with a cake and a little celebration. We tried to catch her with 
 

 
 
the trick of pushing her nose into the cake, but she was too cagey for us. If I 
would have known that, I might have resorted to the trick the girls in the 
cardshop used to pull on each other back in the day (before Gloria civilized 
them a bit) – breaking 2 raw eggs over the birthday girl’s head. 
 
Our Most Popular Visitor 
 
 Amanda “Golden Hands” Gillespie is a massage therapist, and she’s 
spending every morning giving free massages to people in our community. 
Needless to say, that makes her a Very Popular Person here in Alto Cayma. 
Here she is with her first patient. The way it works is Lidia comes in and  
 



 
 
translates, as the patient states her complaints and Amanda explains what 
she’s going to do about them. Then Lidia can retire and Amanda can work 
from there on in silence. Everybody I’ve talked to, coming out of these 
sessions, has been very happy indeed. 
 
Painting Projects 
 
 Many of the houses here in Alto Cayma badly need to be brightened 
up. Kathy and Jennifer, joined by Amanda in the afternoons, are doing 
painting projects with supplies and equipment purchased with funds they 
brought down with them for this purpose. Here they are, painting the house  
 



 
 
of Estefany, the girl I wrote about in last week’s report. It was the mother’s 
idea that the blocks should be painted green and the mortar white. While the 
painting was going on inside, Grandma kept the grandchildren busy  
 

 



 
watching her spin sheep’s wool into yarn. The visitors will continue doing 
painting projects, off and on, during the rest of their stay here in Alto Cayma. 
 
An Outing to Pampa Cañahuas 
 
 On Wednesday afternoon, in order to let our two first-time visitors see 
something new and different, we took all the visitors on an excursion. We 
drove past the big cement plant in Yura that supplies all the cement for the  
 

 
 
construction that’s constantly taking place all over Arequipa. We then 
continued up to the high elevation plain (13,000 ft) behind the volcanoes El  
 

 
 
Misti and Chachani, to reach the Reserve where the vicuña run wild. The  
 



 
 
vicuña is a cousin of the alpaca, the llama and the guanaco, and has the  
 

 
 
finest (and therefore the most valuable) wool of the entire family. 
 



 Besides the animals, this area has interesting geological formations. 
 

 
 
 While standing outside a roadside restaurant to admire them, an alpaca 
 

 
 
 approached us for a handout. Who could resist a face like this………. 
 



 
 
until he spits at you, as this one did at Amanda. 
 
Home Visits 
 
 On Thursday morning, we visited the homes of 2 “ahijados” 
(sponsorees) that Kathy and her family are sponsoring. Jimmy Aquize is 
being sponsored by Kathy’s niece and nephew, and she was shocked to see  
 



 
 
how much he’s grown in the 6 years since she was here on her first visit. 
Elizabeth Mayta (in glasses in the photo) is relatively new to the program,  
 

 
 
but Kathy used to sponsor her older sister. 
 
 Jennifer also got to meet her “ahijada”, Luisa Soto, during a visit in the  



 

 
 
Volunteer House. Luisa told us the touching story of how she came to be the 
first child admitted to the Aldea (orphanage) when Father Frank first opened 
it well over 10 years ago. We’ll be visiting Luisa again, this time in her home, 
sometime next week. 
 
 Carol Gibson also got to meet 11-year old Maycol (wearing the hat in 
the photo), the boy with leukemia whom she’s sponsoring. Carol’s only  
 

 



 
grandson is very close to Maycol’s age, which further strengthens the bond 
between them. Carol was also very pleased to learn that Maycol enjoys 
studying the Bible on a regular basis. 
 
Getting Ready for Independence Day 
 
 At lunchtime on Thursday, we all gathered in the kitchen classroom in 
our building for a “compartir” (sharing) in honor of the national Independence  
 

 
 
Day holidays which would begin the next day – Friday the 28th. The main 
feature was twice-baked potatoes, prepared by Luz’ mother, with “chicha 
morada”, a popular beverage made from Indian corn. 
 
 We also intended to use this occasion to say goodbye to Lia, who had 
been going to leave her work in our Library for another job in the field of 
education, but she just learned that the other job has evaporated, so now, all 
of a sudden, she finds herself at loose ends. We did take advantage of the 
occasion to express our appreciation for her outstanding work, but we didn’t  
 



 
 
say goodbye. Now that she’s available again, I’d like for her to continue her 
work in the Library, giving the children a quality educational experience 
while at the same time training the Rotaractors in how to do what she does. I 
just need to find a source for the $100 a month her services will cost us. 
 
 While we were all together, we also took advantage of the opportunity 
to capture the handprints of the visitors who had not been to our building  
 

 
 
since the Wall of Fame had first been initiated. 



 
Advent Vacation Bible School (VBS) – Southern Component 
 
 This coming week, Advent Lutheran Church in Charlotte will be 
holding VBS for approximately 60 kids. The theme this year is “Passport to 
Peru”, and we here in Alto Cayma are working in sync with the volunteers 
back at Advent to make this the most meaningful experience possible for the 
kids.  
 

The Advent volunteers had committed to raise $200 to support some 
activity for the children of Alto Cayma, and we chose to make that a festive 
party, on Thursday afternoon, for 50 kids up in the Mujeres con Esperanza 
community. There were plenty of goodies, 
 

 
 
and there were plenty of games, like balloon volleyball 
 



 
 
and balloon races, where the last thing the kids had to do was sit on their  
 



 
 
balloons and pop them. 
 

 
 



Even the spectators were enjoying the games. 
 

 
 
There was suspected fraud in the distribution of the presents, but fortunately 
it was detected in time. 
 

 



 
When all the children had received their presents, we gathered them for this 
group photo, and everyone went home happy. 
 

 
 
I’ll tell you about other aspects of VBS South’s collaboration with VBS North 
in next week’s report. 
 
Visitor Departures 
 
 Two of our visitors, Jim Hildreth and Carol Gibson, departed Arequipa 
on Thursday evening to go back to the States. While here, Jim, a first-time 
visitor, committed to sponsoring 2 students, Joseph Coyla and Yeny Chilo, in 
 



 
 
our Salir Adelante educational sponsorship program. Carol, a second-time 
visitor, increased her commitment to Alto Cayma by adding a little boy, 
Amaru, to the sponsorship commitments she already had, and even squeezed 
in a visit to him on her way to the airport. As it happened, he was sound  
 

 



 
asleep, but at least Carol got to see him and talk to his mother, Regina, who  
 

 
 
was very grateful for Carol’s support. 
 
 We had a farewell dinner for them at our favorite restaurant, La  
 

 



 
Trattoría. I’m glad that both Carol and Jim accepted my invitation to come to 
Alto Cayma. Being here in person changes one’s perspective. No matter how  
 

 
 
many photos one has seen or how many reports one has read, there’s nothing 
like being here and seeing it for yourself, firsthand 
 
Peruvian Independence Day 
 
 On the 4th of July, the US flag flies over my house. On the 28th of July, 
it’s the Peruvian flag’s turn. July 28, 1821, was the date that Peru declared  
 

 
 



independence from Spain, which means that they’ll be coming up on their 
Bicentennial in just 4 more years. (US Independence predated Peruvian 
Independence by 45 years.) 
 
 Here in Peru, they celebrate their Independence for 2 days, 28 & 29 
July, so everything came to a complete halt on Friday and Saturday. With 
our staff on holiday, there was little we could do with the visitors. 
 
My Secret Weapon 
 
 Last week I hinted that I had a new resource (a secret weapon) to help 
me with the task of translating into Spanish the letters I brought down with 
me from “padrinos” so they can be delivered to their “ahijados”. Her name is 
Mercedes Aragon, and how she came into the picture makes for an  
 

 
 
interesting story. Ten years ago, when our Acercándonos program was just 
getting started, the “madrina” of Jonathan Chullo, the first child to enter the 
program, asked her friend, Mercedes, to visit Jonathan when she went to 
Arequipa on vacation. Since then, I’ve kept Mercedes on the distribution list 
for these reports so she could keep up with what we’re doing here. When 



Mercedes saw that I was having trouble getting our letters translated by the 
Cultural Center, she contacted me and volunteered to help. Being a Peruvian 
lady who taught English for 30 years, she’s a whiz at translating in either 
direction, and by now she’s nearly finished with single-handedly translating 
all 60 or so letters I brought down with me. Now, that is what I would call a 
Secret Weapon. Thank you, Mercedes, for bailing me out of a very tight spot! 
 
Sunday Activities 
 
 On Sunday, we took the 3 remaining visitors to lunch at El Pollo Real, 
our favorite chicken joint downtown. Later that afternoon, we attended 
church services at John’s little Good Pastor Christian Church, and in the  
 

 
 
evening we briefly visited the Rotaract Club meeting so the visitors could  
 



 
 
become informed of the activities of this dynamic service club. 
 
Building Security 
 
 One more thing got accomplished this week – a thing more important 
than it will appear. Victor was finally able to corner the man who did our 
metalwork for the building in Mujeres con Esperanza and got him to 
fabricate extra security doors for the 2 side doors, similar to what we have on  
 

 
 



the main door. Now that we have the building finally secured, we can at last 
proceed with completely furnishing it with furniture and equipment that will 
greatly enhance the utility of our new facility for service to the people of 
Mujeres con Esperanza. 
 
“Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma”, 
 
Jim 
	
	
	


