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The Last Fellow We Ever Expected to See 
 
 Early in the week, I pulled up in front of our building on my motorcycle 
and was parking it, when I noticed a young man walking by holding a little 
girl by the hand. I did a double take, because it was Juan José Salhua, whom 
I thought was in Madrid, Spain.  
 

Juan José won a Rotary scholarship a couple of years ago for a “full 
ride” through a Civil Engineering school in Madrid, and as far as I knew, he 
didn’t have the money to pay for a plane ticket to come home for a visit, yet 
there he was. It turns out that he had worked and saved up for half of his 
ticket, and his parents had been able to help with the other half, and now 
he’s home for a couple of months vacation.  

 
Lidia and I met with him later in the week, and found him to be much 

more animated and outgoing than the shy young man who had left Alto  
 

 
 

Cayma a year ago in November. His story was that he had arrived in Madrid 
too late to enroll in the Fall semester because he had had complications with  
his visa, so in order to catch up, he took a double course load in the Spring 
semester, taking both the Fall and Spring courses at the same time, and he 
passed them all! Rotary then renewed his scholarship for a second year, and 
they’ve just now renewed it again for a third year.  
 



After the Rains 
 
 After the rainy season at the first of the year, the paint on the outside 
of our building in Mujeres con Esperanza was showing a lot of damage. As 
one of their service projects, our visitors (Kathy, Jennifer and Amanda)  

 

 
 
helped us refurbish the worst damaged areas, both outside and inside. 
 
House Painting Projects 
 
 The visitors offered their painting talents to a couple of families in 
Mujeres con Esperanza as well. One was the house of Estefany, the start of 
which project I showed you in last week’s report. The other was the house of 
Nicolle, a very interesting girl we’ve known about for some time. 
 
 Nicolle lives with her mother and her brother, Nilo. Her parents are 
separated because the father ruled the home with violence. The interesting 
thing is that Nicole and Nilo are both deaf mutes. Their mother 

 



 
 
communicates with them in sign language. Despite her handicap, Nicolle 
managed to gain admission to the National University to study Art. She 
showed us some of her work, which she had done before she received any  

 

 
 
training at all, and it was quite imaginative. 
 



 At first, Nicolle’s mother had accompanied her to class and interpreted 
what the teacher was saying. But then Nicolle made friends with some of her 
fellow students, and they learned enough sign language to be able to help 
her. Even though she’s overcome all obstacles thus far, there’s no way that 
Nicolle’s mother is going to be able to keep up with the cost of Nicolle’s art 
studies for five years in the university. She is going to need an educational 
sponsorship under our Salir Adelante (“Getting Ahead”) program if she is to 
develop her talent into something with which she can support herself. 
Anyone out there interested in knowing more? 
 
 The family lives on a large lot in Mujeres con Esperanza. The mother 
lives in the house by the road, and Nicolle (age 18) and Nilo (age 16) share a  

 

 
 
separate one-room house at the top of the hill. Entering that structure, we  

 



 
 
saw that the single room is divided only by a blanket draped over a cord in  

 

 
 



the middle. Nicolle at least wanted the walls painted in two distinct colors to 
further mark the space that belongs to each, so that’s what our visitors set 
out to do, and Nicolle was very happy with the end result. I’m sure that in the 

 

 
 
 very near future we’ll be doing a project to put a plywood divider in to afford 
better privacy, but that will be another story for sometime later. 
 
Massage Therapy 
 
 Amanda continued seeing patients all morning for the rest of her stay, 
and all her patients went away very happy indeed. Then she gave training to  

 



 
 
all the ladies in the Acercándonos office, so that they could do some limited 
massage therapy themselves. And finally, Amanda gave specialized training 
to Giuliana and Briza, who work with the elderly. All in all, she left behind 
quite a legacy – a gift that will keep on giving. 
 
Another Visitor 
 
 On Tuesday, I invited Mercedes Aragon, the lady who’s translating 
letters for us, to come up to Alto Cayma for an orientation tour, to see how 
much has changed in the 10 years since she was last here. We took her up to 
see Mujeres con Esperanza, which hadn’t even existed 10 years ago. We also  

 



 
 
gave her an opportunity to meet Jonathan, the boy she came to visit on that 
earlier occasion. (She had come on behalf of a friend of hers, who was 
Jonathan’s sponsor.) This is what that earlier encounter looked like. 

 

 



 
And this is what their meeting on Tuesday looked like. That’s a pretty  

 

 
 
graphic illustration of how long we’ve been working here in Alto Cayma, 
helping the people “grow” in every way we can. 
 
A Very Special Home Visit 
 
 On Wednesday, Jennifer finally got to make a visit to where Luisa is 
currently living, in a house owned by a cousin of hers. The cousin is selling  

 



 
 
Luisa a portion of the lot so she can construct a house of her own, but that 
process is still in progress. One of Luisa’s favorite things to do is listen to 
music, so Jennifer brought her a CD player, which was much appreciated. 

 

 



 
Vitamins 
 
 The visitors brought a huge amount of vitamins with them to donate. 
We gave them to Lilia and Maris in the Policlínico to distribute to their 

 

 
 
 patients who would most need them. 
 
Bed Deliveries 
 
 The visitors got to participate in the delivery of 2 beds from our Bed 
Project. One went to Maycol, the boy with leukemia. When we went to his  

 



 
 
house, we also got to see one form of aid which the government provides to 
the poorest of the poor. The program is called “Vaso de Leche” (Glass of Milk), 
and here you see Maycol’s brother, Jamish, with what the program provides  
 

 



 
once a month. With 3 kids in this family, this little bit of milk and oatmeal 
won’t go far, but at least it’s a help. 
 
 The other bed went to Estefany, which was a pleasant surprise for her. 
(Note the nicely painted walls, thanks to our visitors.) Oh, and by the way,  

 

 
 
thanks to the publicity Estfany and her family have gotten in these reports, 
someone has also offered to sponsor her in the Acercándonos program, and I 
expect that someday she will enter into our Bridge to Opportunity and Salir 
Adelante educational sponsorship programs as well. 
 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
 
 As I’ve mentioned in past reports, the theme for VBS at Advent 
Lutheran Church this year was “Passport to Peru”. I had invited the kids in 
VBS to write to kids in our program here, and I got 8 letters to process before 
the week was done (i.e. receive the letters in English, translate them into 
Spanish, deliver them to kids here, receive the answers in Spanish, translate 
them into English, and e-mail them to Advent). The kids found this to be so 



much fun that several of them want to continue the correspondence, and I 
agreed to facilitate that, if they indeed do follow through on the idea. 
 
 Also, more money wound up being donated for VBS than was required 
for the party we threw here, so we’ll be doing more activities with the kids 
here, thanks to the generosity of Advent. 
 
Vocational Orientation for Graduating Seniors 
 
 Over the years, we’ve developed programs to help kids go on to post-
secondary studies. In developing these programs, we started at the end and 
worked backwards. First we started Salir Adelante, to support post-
secondary studies, primarily in the National University. But then we had to 
start Bridge to Opportunity, to help the students prepare for the competitive 
entrance exam in order to be able to enter the National University. And 
finally, we started working with students during their last year of high 
school, giving them a Vocational Orientation to help guide them to the field of 
study which will prepare them for the career for which they’re best suited. 
 
 This year we have 19 students undergoing the process. Angélica is 
administering a battery of tests, plus conducting interviews, with assistance  

 

 



 
from Jhon, our Psychology intern. The process will culminate with a report on 
each student, shared with the student and their parents in a special post-
orientation conference. After that, Lidia will use the results as one of her 
tools in counseling the students as they move on through their educational 
careers. 
 
Bridge to Opportunity (BTO) Students 
 
 Lidia and I are currently meeting with all the BTO students and their 
parents, to review the progress of the students in the academy and to review 
the degree to which the students are complying with the special requirements 
of this program. There’s a lot of room for improvement in this latter category, 
especially in compliance with the requirement for regular attendance at the 
Rotaract and Interact club meetings. Lidia has data to cut off any excuses, 
and she’s not shy about using it. I told her after the first few meetings that  

 

 
 
for some reason, the image of a collection of butterflies pinned to a showcase 
keeps coming to my mind. :-) 
 
The “God’s Eye” Project 
 



 The visitors brought plenty of popsicle sticks and yarn with which to 
make the craft called “God’s Eye”. They taught this craft to groups assembled 
in our building, 

 

 
 
to our students undergoing Vocational Orientation, 

 

 
 
and to the kids in the Saturday morning Kids’ Club in John’s church. 

 



 
 
Acercándonos Children’s Meeting 
 
 On Saturday, we had our monthly meeting of the children of 
Acercándonos and their parents, with our visitors in attendance as well. I  

 

 
 



introduced the visitors and told what they had done for the community 
during their 2 week stay, which was just then coming to an end.  
 
 We welcomed 4 new children into the program. Yamil, Maycol and  

 

 
 
Amaru came forward when their names were called. Little Jhoan, the littlest  

 

 
  



“ahijado” of them all, arrived a few minutes late, but was still in time to be 
included. 
 
 We had invited a nurse from the Cancer League to give a talk on 
prevention and early detection of cancer, and she did an excellent job. We are  

 

 
 
now going to support the League’s efforts to conduct a screening campaign 
here in Alto Cayma. 
 
 And finally, we handed out letters to the few “ahijados” whose 
“padrinos” had written, letters which were eagerly received and devoured. A 

 



 
 
 big “Thank you” to those sponsors who did take time to write this time. 
 
Visitors’ Farewell 
 
 Kathy, Jennifer and Amanda left on Sunday evening. On Saturday 
night we had taken them downtown for a farewell dinner at Zig Zag, which  

 

 



 
they enjoyed very much. Then, on Sunday, we took them on an abbreviated 
tour of La Campiña, the agricultural area that surrounds Arequipa, where 
they got to enjoy the view from atop the observation tower in Sachaca, as well 

 

 
 
 as visit the 400-year old gristmill in Sabandía. 

 

 



 
 In addition to what they had done for the community while they were 
here (all of which has been covered in these reports), they left behind several 
new sponsorships, funds for several special projects, and fond memories in  

 

 
 
the hearts of all they served. We sincerely hope they will return again soon. 
	
“Love	God,	Serve	Neighbor/Serving	Alto	Cayma”,	
	
Jim	


