2017 End of Year Report, Part 1 of 2 – Victor & John
Greetings, Friends,
The following report covers a portion of the many activities we enjoyed at year’s end.
We are thankful for the blessings of 2017 and look forward to another great year ahead.
In the near future we hope to present a follow-up report from Briza, Lidia and the ladies.
Thank you for your support!

Papa John’s Pizza!

Christmas Outing – Pizza and a movie with the ladies from ASAC

Los Valientes (the Valiant Ones)
The last weekend in November a group of seven valiant adventurers climbed Misti
Volcano at 19,100 feet. Our work in Peru affords us a variety of opportunities to work
with the youth. Pictured here is Victor encouraging the climbers, Sabina, Elias and
Nicole.

Chicha (traditional purple corn drink) and a Friend
The most refreshing time, for this weary climber, was after the 11-mile hike back to
civilization. Exhausted and dehydrated, we happened upon a roadside chicha stand.
God blessed me with this little fellow who hopped up beside me on the nearest rock. We
shared a hug and a little chicha, and I was ready to hobble down the road to the nearest
bus stop.

Celebrating Victor’s 50th Birthday –
December 8th we celebrated Victor’s birthday in Mujeres con Esperanza. The ladies made
it a special occasion for Victor. By the end of the party Victor had cake in his hair, ears
and clothing. As you can see, Victor and John are outnumbered by the ladies, but we
manage to hold our own.

Celebrating Christmas in downtown Arequipa
Children from our Kids’ English Class and Bible Club

Christmas Party – Community ‘Women with Hope’
This year we served well over 100 people in our community center for our Chocolatada.
This traditional Christmas party includes hot chocolate, Christmas cake and a gift
exchange. This year our church, Good Shepherd, participated by presenting a puppet
show, worship, and a Christmas message.

This is our team of helpers from the church who participated in our Christmas party.
Our youth group is growing and learning how to serve in the community. They help with
music, puppets and children’s ministries. Harold and Glenda, pictured to the right,
helped prepare the hot chocolate and Christmas cake. (Benjamin is always so happy to
see a camera!).

The 27th of December we were able to meet with ten young people from the community
of Mujeres con Esperanza (Women with Hope), with the goal of establishing a youth
group. We will work with these youth with the objectives of the forming values, teaching
first-aid, fostering teamwork, organizing special outings and camping trips, and much
more.

The Formation of New Horizons Youth Group
This year the Galdos family hosted the Christmas Chocolatada in the pastoral center of
the Catholic church near the Jim Catapano community center. We celebrated with 100
needy children and their parents from our community. Thanks to the support of David
and Donna Hodgkins, in the memory of their dearly loved daughter Jessica, many
children enjoyed a wonderful holiday. We are very grateful for all of their support.

Jessica

Merry Christmas!

Projects for 2018
Some of the ways we like to help families who live in extreme poverty is through home
improvement and the Acercandonos sponsorship program. The Serving Alto Cayma staff
often encounter families with extreme need when they are out and about the
neighborhood. The following pictures show the condition of many of the homes in our
community. Sometimes a home needs a new roof, an electrical system upgrade, interior
improvements or even windows to provide natural light. Pictured here is a home the
Galdos family encountered as they were inviting children to the Chocolatada.

Note the condition of the roof of this home.

Pictured here is a family we are helping through a home improvement project as well as
providing some coaching and encouragement. We have offered to provide vocational
training for these young men who have experience in food service. Through our cooking
classes, offered in the community center, they could be better prepared to find
employment or maybe even open their own restaurant.

Thank you for your support and Happy New Year!

