Report No. 4 from Alto Cayma - 11 Mar 18
Back to School
In the southern hemisphere, where the seasons are reversed from
those in the northern hemisphere, school lets out for summer vacation just
before Christmas and the new school year starts in early March. Not only are
the kids in our Acercándonos sponsorship program returning to school now,
but so is Lidia, who will again revert to working half-time with us while she

pursues full-time studies toward her degree in Business Administration.

A Tall Hill to Climb
Lidia and I were visited this week by Elean, one of our students who is
about a year away from getting his degree in Mining Engineering. Elean has

faced a lot of challenges throughout his 22 years of life, such as the death of
his father some years ago, but lately he's had one challenge piled on top of
another in a very short time period. His mother died in an accident last year,
leaving him responsible (with help from other relatives) to finish raising his
two little sisters, plus he has also lost the sponsor he had who helped him get
this far in his studies. We can't help him shoulder his other responsibilities,
but we have assured him that we will somehow find sponsorship support for
him to be able to complete his degree.
Visitors
On Wednesday afternoon, we went to the airport to receive our
visitors, Richard & Ann Pockat, from Charlotte, NC. While there, we ran into
a suspicious looking character. Father Alex was also picking up a visitor.

When Richard & Ann arrived, we took them to the Volunteer House and then

took them downtown that same evening. This is Ann's first visit to Alto
Cayma. Richard has been here before, but no one recognizes him because

they've never seen his face without a camera stuck to it.
We topped off their first evening in Arequipa with a visit to the
Arequipa Ciudad Blanca Rotary Club. Almost the entire meeting was devoted

to planning a fundraiser to help a member of the club who was seriously
injured in a transportation accident just after Christmas.

Food Pantry
On Thursday morning, the Pockats "paid their dues" by helping Tula

package dried peas and other products in preparation for the Friday rush on
our food pantry.
Bed Project
On Thursday afternoon, we set out to deliver a couple of beds to

children who needed them. On the way, we encountered this noble specimen

of Peruvian doghood.
One bed was for Diego, a new boy in our Acercándonos sponsorship
program whose sponsor had sent an extra donation so that Diego wouldn't
have to wait and save up for the bed he badly needed. Our fast and efficient

crew lost no time in getting the bed set up. As you can see, Diego's family, as

well as Diego himself, were very pleased with this happy surprise.
Over half the people we encounter in our home visits need new beds.
People keep making do, and making do, while they use their scarce resources
for other, more urgent needs. Meanwhile, their beds deteriorate to a

deplorable state. Those who are lucky enough to be in our sponsorship
program, like Diego, can often get a new bed through the generosity of their
sponsor. However, there are many more whose need is every bit as great, but
who as yet don't have a sponsor. We always welcome donations from anyone
to enable us to help those people as well. The cost of a complete bed (frame,
mattress, sheets & pillowcase, 2 alpaca wool blankets and a comforter) is

currently running $200. If you would like to help us meet this need, please
contact me at hintzes3@aol.com.
Mujeres con Esperanza
On Thursday afternoon, we also spent some time in our new service
center up in the Mujeres con Esperanza settlement. The kids in John's

English class got some expert coaching. Yessica and Gina, a couple of girls

from our Rotaract club, had volunteered to help keep order during the
English class and the Kids' Club which followed, but there was little need.
The kids were very well behaved, anxious that Professor John should give

them a good grade on their papers.
Elderly Outing
On Friday, we had a beautiful day to take our elderly on an outing. 106
people had signed up, but only 83 showed up in time to catch the buses. We

heard later that quite a few just arrived too late. We're sorry we had to leave
some behind, but we couldn't hold up the rest of the group, not knowing if
additional people were coming or not.
The elderly were happy that we were returning to Tingo, one of the

most fun places we had taken them in the past. When we arrived at the park,
it was like an invasion. There were very few other people there on a weekday

morning, so we had the place almost entirely to ourselves.
The first order of business was to find a shady place and dig into the

morning snacks they had brought with them. Then there was music playing

over the PA system, which gave Giuliana her cue to engage them in dancing.
Soon the paddleboat rides around the lagoon began. Victor had talked

the management into letting our people ride for half price, and it took most of
the morning to accommodate all of our people.
There was one humorous moment while the people were waiting their
turn to get on the boats. The hatless fellow with gray hair in this photo is

supposedly the "boyfriend" of one of the ladies in the group, so the other
ladies were teasing her by lifting their pantlegs to show a well-turned ankle
in a playful attempt to lure him away. Richard Pockat's classic comment best
summed up the poor fellow's situation - his "odds were good, but the goods
were odd". :-)
Once the boat rides were completed, we gathered in the Food Court to
escape the sun and enjoy the lunch of "arroz con pollo" (chicken with rice)

which we had brought along to provide to the people. Then, after lunch, John
(with Quechua translation support from Lurdes) delivered a message of
encouragement from the Bible, after which we all boarded the buses for the
return trip home.
There was no cost whatsoever to the elderly to participate in this funfilled event. Everything was provided, and the entire cost was underwritten
by a donation from the Adventurers Group at Advent Lutheran Church in
Charlotte. However, this exhausted the money we had in that fund. If you
would like to help replenish the pot so we can sponsor another outing in a
couple of months or so, please contact me at hintzes3@aol.com.
Visits to "Ahijados" (Sponsorees)
Despite the activity of Friday morning, that same afternoon the
Pockats met with Alexander, the student they're sponsoring for a degree in
Economics at the university, and then we went to visit 2 "ahijados" of a friend
of theirs who are in the Acercándonos sponsorship program. The first was a
13-year old girl named Pamela, who proved to be smart as a whip, and with a

wicked sense of humor, not at all intimidated by the presence of a bunch of
grownup Gringos. The other was a 12-year old boy named Christopher, who

has many health problems, but gamely presses on with activities such as
helping his father in his work as a builder, and playing soccer, which is his
passion.
As if Thursday and Friday hadn't been busy enough, on Saturday we
engaged in 5 separate activities, some of which were taking place
simultaneously, such that we had to jump from one to another:
Activity No. 1 - Aldea Birthday Party. We are still holding
birthday parties for kids in the Aldea (orphanage) every month that there's at

least one kid celebrating. By now, all the kids who were in the Aldea when we
started this program 12 years ago have grown up and moved on, but we
continue with new kids as they continue to arrive.
Activity No. 2 - Operation Christmas Child. Many of you,
especially those who live around Charlotte, have heard of Operation
Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan's Purse in which shoeboxes full of
presents are sent to needy children around the world. I have worked as a
volunteer packing boxes in Charlotte, but I never had the opportunity to see
what became of the boxes after they left my hands. Now I have seen. John's
church qualified to receive gifts for 120 children, and an event was scheduled

for Saturday morning to hand the gifts out in the church's recently expanded
worship space. The kids were of course delighted to receive such nice gifts,

but there's more to the program than just giving presents. Samaritan's Purse
also trained the church staff and volunteers to offer a follow-on 12-week
series of lessons to bring the Gospel to the children who had been included, so
this is a gift which will go on giving.
Activity No. 3 - Acercándonos Elderly Meeting. On
Saturday afternoon, we had the monthly meeting of the elderly who are
included in our Acercándonos sponsorship program. I formally presented our

visitors to the group, after which I welcomed 4 new "ahijados" into the

program. We were then privileged to receive a very complete presentation on
the nutritional needs of the elderly by Dr. Carmen Rodriguez, a Professor of

Nutritional Sciences at the National University.

Activity No. 4 - New Horizons Youth Group. We then had a
meeting of our recently revived New Horizons youth group. Victor
transported kids down from Mujeres con Esperanza to facilitate their
participation, and Gus the Dog showed off all his amazing tricks to entertain

the group.
Activity No. 5 - English Class. Attendance was unusually
light at the Saturday afternoon English class. However, Nikole Galdos, who

is now conducting the classes completely on her own, did an excellent job, as
always.

Hike to Town
After church on Sunday morning, Victor distributed "adobo" (a
traditional Arequipan dish), which had been prepared by the Rotaract club,

to some of our needier elderly. After that, the Pockats and I set out on a hike

to town for lunch at the Montonero touristic restaurant. We saw some
interesting sights along the way, such as:
- A modern-day imitation of ancient Inca stonework, with modern-day
grafitti thrown in as a bonus

- A roadside ceviche stand named for Al Capone (note the artwork)

- A fellow going barefoot, probably not by choice

- A mode of transportation superior to a Chinese motorcycle

- A lovesick bull whose overtures were being ignored by his lady fair

- The lush green of the Chili River Valley

After lunch, the Pockats toured the Santa Catalina Monastery while I
hurried back up the hill to finish this report before we were to leave for the
Colca Canyon on Monday morning (an attempt at which I obviously failed).
And that's all the news for this week from Alto Cayma, where if it
hasn't happened yet, it's probably just about to.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

