Report No. 6 from Alto Cayma - 9 Sep 18
Home Visits
This was a very busy week, with Chris Connelly visiting 40 "ahijados"

(sponsorees) - as many as possible in their homes, and the rest in the office.

Chris is always very nice to the little girls he visits, but he has a way of

putting a little more excitement into the visits he makes to his little boys.
It's always special when Chris visits Flor, the little girl who was

seriously burned as an infant in a crib fire, and whom Chris has helped to
recover through a series of operations. We hired Lidia Cari Díaz (on the right
in the photo) to translate for him, the same as we did last year.
Sometimes the visits can become a little contentious, as in the case of
this couple, whose bitter fighting between themselves is adversely affecting

their children. In these cases, Victor and Briza team up for a serious talk
with the parents, guiding them to seek professional help.
Other visits are all sweetness and light, and positive reinforcement, as
in the case of this boy who gets in no trouble, and instead helps his mother

with all the things she needs to do, including selling popcorn in the evening
from the cart seen in the background.
Our other two visitors, Ron and Jill, went along on many of the visits.
Ron himself is sponsoring 2 little boys. Jill loves dogs (she's certainly come to

the right place!), and made it her goal to make friends with as many as

possible.
Alcoholics Anonymous
On Monday night, Jill went with me to visit our Renacer ("Rebirth")
group of Alcoholics Anonymous. She had brought a commemorative coin to

give to Mario, my co-founder, to mark his 39 years of continuous sobriety.
We're still working on making the Renacer group known and understood in
the neighborhood, so more people will visit us and see if the program is right
for them.
Wall of Fame
On Wednesday morning, we captured the handprints of 3 new visitors.
Sam Kenyon, visiting from Oregon, put his handprint 2 rows above that

of his father, Gordon, who visited here 2 years ago. Ron and Jill then

joined him in helping to fill up our wall.
Airshow in the Aldea
Ron Shook brought a sophisticated toy with him on his visit - a hightech drone with a Go-Pro camera that shoots excellent photos and videos. We

had a birthday party in the Aldea (orphanage) Wednesday afternoon, and
Ron took the drone along to entertain the kids. He did a great job of

demonstrating what the drone could do, and letting each kid get close to the

controls and the monitor that shows what the airborne camera is seeing. But

then he tried flying it close over the heads of the kids, which resulted in an
inadvertent demonstration of how a drone can be used to prune a tree if you
fly it right into the branches. Thus the airshow ended in a shower of drone
parts. The birthday party afterwards was very nice, though.

Excursion to the Colca Canyon
While Chris finished up his visits with his ahijados, I took Ron and Jill
on a trip to the Colca Canyon to see the Andean Condors soar. On the way to
the Colca, we spotted 3 varieties of exotic wildlife:
- A vicuña with a death wish. (Yes, those are railroad tracks

he's standing on.)
- The normally shy and elusive Andean Bear

- and the Inobtrusive Nature Photographer. (Note how he blends

right in with the background.)
Our flatlander visitors were very peppy as we crossed the highest pass

at 4,910 meters (16,100 feet) altitude.
When we reached the Colca Valley, we had an excellent view of the

volcano Sabancaya belching forth a plume of ash.
The next morning, on our way to the Colca, we stopped in the town of
Yanque and saw these schoolkids performing one of the local folkloric dances

to earn tips from the tourists with which to finance their class trip at the end
of the year.
When we got to the Colca Canyon itself, we went to the Cruz del
Condor (Condor's Cross) lookout point to wait for the giant condors to appear.

Instead, while we were waiting, we first spotted a giant hummingbird. (Yes,

hummingbirds in Peru do perch.)
The first condors we saw came up out of the canyon from below our

vantage point. As the morning warmed up, the condors rose to our level.

Eventually, they flew right over our heads. I never cease to be amazed that

anything that looks so ungainly sitting on the ground could look so majestic

in flight, with their 10-foot wingspan and effortless riding of the thermal

currents.
Everything about our Colca trip was awesome, except for one detail,
wherein Jill had a very bad episode of altitude sickness the first day which
gave her a very bad night. We had to call a doctor who made 2 housecalls to
our hotel, gave her injections of 4 different medications, gave her 4 hours of
oxygen, and ordered 2 lab tests. Total bill - $140, and that was with the
doctor padding the bill a little bit! It was money well spent, though, because
the next day Jill felt much better, and was able to enjoy the condors and the
fantastic scenery of the Colca.

Bed Delivery
When we got back from the Colca, Ron and Jill got to accompany Chris
as he delivered a bed to the ahijado of one of his friends. Little Jesús, who

lost his mother a little over a year ago, was very happy to receive this special

gift from his "padrino" (sponsor).
Construction in Mujeres con Esperanza
Construction got underway this week for the next phase of our project
in the new area of Mujeres con Esperanza, with the digging of the ditches for

the foundation of the security wall that will finish enclosing our property.
Shortly, we will begin working on adding a second floor onto our existing
building. Here's Jesús, our builder, sitting in his van, trying to remember

what the heck it is that he's supposed to be building here.
Visit Conclusion
Ron got on a plane for Cuzco on Friday afternoon, shortly after
returning from the Colca, but Chris and Jill stayed one more day. One of the
last things Jill did before she left was to commit to sponsor a girl named
Jackeline for her studies in a 3-year technical course in Administration.

Jackeline's father died a couple of years ago, and she really needed this
support.
Visitors' Departure
Chris left on Saturday evening. He was quite tired, because he had

worked really hard all week doing in-depth visits/interviews with 40 ahijados
to assess their situations and help determine what else their sponsors could
do to help them.
Jill left early Sunday morning. She left with her head spinning from all

that she had seen and experienced in one short week here, but also
somewhat starry-eyed over all the positive things she saw, and her own ideas
for what more can be done here. Both Jill and Ron, our two first-time visitors,
were exceptionally appreciative of the "Alto Cayma experience".
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

