Report No. 1 from Alto Cayma - 10 Mar 19
I'm Baaack!
I just got back to Alto Cayma this past Tuesday evening. This time I
came with 3 checked bags instead of the usual 2, and all at maximum weight.

The gray suitcase and one of the red suitcases were completely filled with
personal care items for the elderly, and that stuff weighs up in a hurry. When
the bags were weighed in Charlotte, the girl behind the counter said one of
them weighed 51 pounds, but I told her I had seen 50 when she first put it on
the scale. She shifted it on the scale and it still weighed 51 pounds, but she
just shrugged her shoulders and let it go. (Had she asked me, I would have
had to tell her that in that same 1/10th of a second I had also seen 48, 49 and
51, in rapid increasing order, if you get my drift. :-) When I went to recheck
my bags in Lima, the girl sent me to another counter to pay $70 for the 3rd
checked bag. When I got there, I told the man that the extra bag was filled
with donations for elderly people in Arequipa. He just smiled and didn't say
anything, but when he handed me my receipt, it only said $25 rather than
$70. That was the first time in my life that an airline had ever loosened its
viselike grip on as many of my dollars as they were able to get ahold of.
It seemed strange to arrive home to an empty house in Alto Cayma.
John, Carol and Ben are back in Oregon for 6 months of home leave (from
Feb to Aug), and they even took Gus the Dog with them. That just leaves me
and the two cats to hang out together.

Mujeres con Esperanza
On Wednesday, I wasted no time in getting up the hill to see the
construction project on our new building in the Mujeres con Esperanza
(Women with Hope) settlement. The construction of the building expansion

is basically complete, but there are many details yet to finish. In particular,
we're waiting for a good stretch of dry weather to finish painting the exterior.
I was especially anxious to see what erosion problems there might
have been in the rainy season which we're just coming out of now. You will
recall that 2 years ago we had significant erosion that threatened to reach

our building. Last year we put in an erosion control system, but then it
hardly rained that year and we weren't able to put the system to a good test.
This year there was significant rain and erosion, but I'm happy to report that

our erosion control system worked to prevent erosion in the location which

had threatened us before.
On Thursday afternoon we had our big series of weekly activities up in
Mujeres con Esperanza. This year John's church had put in for Samaritan's
Purse shoeboxes for 80 kids. As I've reported in the past, part of that program
on the receiving end is a 12-week Bible study class which is offered to the

kids on a voluntary basis. Those classes are now underway, under the
leadership of Pastor Roger Puma, and are occupying the timeslot on
Thursday afternoons which would normally be reserved for the Kids' Club.
The English classes are also continuing in John's absence. As luck
would have it, Carmen, our recently-hired new lawyer, has also studied
Education and is fluent in English besides. She eagerly volunteered to have a

go at teaching the older kids. This week, after giving them a lesson as a
group, she tried pairing them off for them to practice in a dialog, but once the

kids spread out like that, it was hard for her and her few assistants to keep
10 separate pairs of students all on task. Meanwhile, Briza continues to work

with the younger kids - los Leoncitos (the Little Lions) - assisted by student
"volunteers" from the Salir Adelante educational sponsorship program.
El Día International de la Mujer (International Women's Day)
Friday was International Women's Day. The women in Peru, along
with supportive men, make a big deal out of this day because the culture here
has such a long history of severe gender inequality. We observed the occasion
with a "compartir" (sharing) in our office, where of course the women did all

the work of preparing the lunch and we men just showed up in time to eat it.
We also had some emergency we had to run off to right after lunch, while the
dirty dishes were still on the table, but I can't for the life of me remember
what it was just now. :-)
Acercándonos Elderly Meeting
On Saturday afternoon, we had our monthly meeting with the elderly
of the Acercándonos sponsorship program. We hold all the Acercándonos
meetings in the local parish Pastoral Center now, rather than in the church.
The main event at this month's meeting was for Carmen, our new lawyer, to

give them a talk on their specific rights as elderly people under Peruvian law.
I was happy to be able to share with them the good news that our
Adventurers group back at Advent Lutheran Church was so successful in its
fundraising activities last year that we have sufficient funds available to
sponsor 3 outings for the elderly this year. That news was very well received,
because you've seen in the past how much the elderly enjoy the opportunity
to escape their routine environment for a day. We'll be scheduling the first
outing for the very near future.
National University Entrance Exams
By way of a preview of coming attractions, the various categories of
entrance exams to the National University will be given over the period of the
next 2 weeks, so my next 2 or 3 reports should include how well our students
did. Remember, admission to the university here in Peru is determined solely
by the students' scores on this one single exam, so it's a really big deal.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

