
 

 

 

 

Headed to Oregon 

 

About 4 weeks ago Ben and I said ‘goodbye’ to the ladies of the house. It’s hard to believe, but 

my girls are grown up and headed out tackle a new phase of life. Carol and I are blessed to have 

four maturing children and we are proud of them. Anna and Rachel will be settling in to their 

new apartment in Salem, looking for work and enrolling in college. Carol will be assisting in the 

transition and will hopefully be back to Peru in early July. Don’t worry about Ben and me. 

Glenda is keeping us well fed! 

Serving Alto Cayma Activities 

The association is a growing and dynamic organization. There is a lot of great stuff going on in 

our ASAC family. As most of you know, I (John) will be offering my perspective on the work 

here in Arequipa. Jim does a fantastic and thorough weekly report when he is in Alto Cayma. I 

hope to offer my thoughts once or twice a month. 



 

Recently, we -- Victor, Lurdes and I -- had the opportunity to visit the family pictured above.  

Through the partnership of several friends of Alto Cayma working together, we provided some 

much needed aid to this single mom, her sister and her young children. The young ladies 

received a bed, mom and the girls new shoes, and the whole family a generous bag of groceries. 

   

  Rachel, our third daughter, knitted this blue blanket which we gifted to the little boy. 



 

On Saturday we had our monthly Acercandonos meeting in the Catholic Church. It’s the only 

building large enough for us and is near our community center. As usual we had a full house. 

 

A couple weeks ago we heard from Lidia and Jhon. They are inviting 5th year high school 

students to participate in vocational orientation. Following the invitation to our students, Briza 

(see below), our new social worker, presented a topic that is very critical here in Peru and in 

South America generally: family violence.  On this occasion Briza spoke specifically about 

violence towards women.  As part of our monthly meetings we also present new sponsorships.  

This week we welcomed Farith and his family to our Acercandonos family. Farith’s family has 

been attending our church group for over a year now.  



      

This month was Lidia’s birthday. In this photo Sabina is helping Lidia with her first bite of cake. 

We try to celebrate each employee’s birthday with a special luncheon, or at least cake and soda 

pop (very nutritional!). On this occasion we also enjoyed tamales with salsa. 

 

A couple weeks ago we received a visit from Daniela Preti and her family, who came to Peru 

from Germany. Daniela and her daughter had a visit with Gonzalo and Lening, two students in 

the Salir Adelante program. Daniela’s mother is sponsoring Gonzalo, who is studying geological 

engineering, and Lening, studying architecture. 



   

 

 

We love our mountains around here! See the before and after picture of Chachani (the 

Hollingsworth family favorite). You can see how low the snow came after a recent storm. It was 

actually a little unusual to have a wet system come through this time of year. Someday I hope 

to climb this monster of 19,872 ft. 



 
Our church, Good Shepherd, recently inaugurated our new building here in Alto Cayma. We 

spent the month of May cleaning and repairing this home on the main avenue. We are 

currently renting the facility, but are praying about buying the property in the future. As you 

can see, the rebar is already in place to build a second level. There is also a large, open and 

unfinished area at the back of the house which would be ideal for a sanctuary. 

 



Pictured above are some of the faithful ladies who came out to work on June 3rd, the day before 

our dedication. Lurdes, Glenda, Epifania and her daughter Rosita were a great help. The 

building was quite dirty after several years of being unoccupied. The dirt gets into everything in 

these parts. 

   

 

On June 4 we held our first service in the new church building. We had a wonderful celebration 

with Christian folk music, choreographed dance, praise and worship. Pastor Victor shared an 

inspiring message of hope and purpose. As we enter our second year as a church body, our 

three-fold purpose will be to adore God with our whole heart, preach and teach God’s Word, 

and build and fortify families. 



 
The ladies, wearing traditional costume, praising God through folk dance 

 

We are very thankful for God’s blessing on our work here in Alto Cayma. It is an 

encouragement to see Him work through the variety of ministries and programs we offer 

through Serving Alto Cayma and Transforming Alto Cayma. We look forward to continued days 

of service and transformation. 

 

- The Hollingsworths 


