Report No. 7 from Alto Cayma – 20 Aug 17
National University Entrance Exam
The second and final offering for the year of the National University
entrance exam was last Sunday. We had 14 students trying to get in, and
only 1 made it, which is a disappointing result. Lidia and I are meeting with
each student individually to try to determine what, if anything, could be
changed to improve their chances on their next attempt. This program takes
a lot of patience and persistence on the part of ourselves, the students, their
families and their sponsors, but it’s worth it, because the payoff for success is
so huge.
Visitor
Chris Connelly was with us all week, visiting his 41 “ahijados”
(sponsorees). 15 of those sponsorships are his own, and the other 26 are
ahijados of friends and relatives he’s recruited over the years to participate in
our sponsorship programs. When Chris comes for his annual visit, he always
tries his best to capture the visit experience to share with his sponsors.
This time we had the services of Lidia Cari as translator all week.
Lidia has done a lot of volunteer work in Alto Cayma, and did an excellent job

for us in doing simultaneous translations during Chris’ visits.
In 3 days, we visited 19 ahijados in their homes. Victor uses these
visits as an opportunity to investigate the needs of the ahijados and their

families. The ladies from the office took turns taking notes on the needs that

were discovered in the course of the visits and interviews. A high percentage

of Chris’ ahijados are handicapped children and adults.
Chris likes to video interviews with families, with Lidia doing the translating.
Then he sends the videos to the sponsors. Here, for example, he’s videoing Cinthia

reading a letter her sponsor had sent her. In some cases, he even places an
international long distance call so the sponsors can talk directly with their ahijados.

At the end of each visit, each family was given a $30 bag of groceries.

We brought one new ahijado into the program during Chris’ visit. He is David

Navarro, who is being sponsored by Chris’ father. David is the sexton in one of the
churches in Alto Cayma, and he lives in a space in the choir loft, behind that curtain.

On Saturday morning, we met with a group of 22 ahijados who didn’t get

a home visit. To open the meeting, Chris had each ahijado get up and introduce

themselves to the group. If he knew an ahijado had a special talent, like Daniela’s

singing, he would invite her perform while he accompanied her on the “air guitar”.
Then he held a brief interview with each ahijado individually, in Victor’s office, with

himself and Victor taking notes on needs identified.
New Candidates for Sponsorship
As we traveled around with Chris, we encountered new people who can be
candidates for sponsorship. For example, we met Sr. Isauro. He’s 86 years old, and

lives alone in a hut at the back of his sister’s lot. He lives down there, in that black

hole in the center of this photo. Just getting to and from his dwelling is like running
an obstacle course. Here’s the inside of his hut. We’re collecting additional data on

Sr. Isauro’s condition, but he’s obviously a person in great need.
Arequipa Day
Tuesday, August 15, marked the 477th anniversary of the founding of the city
of Arequipa. This is the biggest day of the year in Arequipa, with the highlight being

a folkloric parade, featuring music, dancing, costumes and customs of the region,
that lasts for 11 hours. We didn’t attend that, however, at least not this year. Instead,
we went to the Montonero restaurant to feed our faces. From that vantage point, we

saw this helicopter orbiting over the city. It was a rather alarming sight to me, since
it was a Russian “Hind” helicopter, but it was OK – it belonged to the Peruvian Air

Force, and it was there to provide security during the parade.
Salir Adelante
Saturday morning we also had the monthly meeting of the Salir Adelante
student sponsorship program. We held the meeting in the kitchen classroom, which

we filled to capacity. This time we had 2 excellent presentations:
First, 3 of our law students (Jovita, Thais and Oscar, shown in this

picture) gave a talk on the Law and how it works in the daily lives of the people of
Alto Cayma.
Then, Lidia and Sabina gave an excellent talk on the big picture of

what the Salir Adelante program is all about, including the following points:
• Salir Adelante is in the business of changing lives, not just
that of the present students, but their present and future families as well, extending
for generations into the future.
• The sponsors are investing in the students, and expect, as
returns on that investment, that the students will get good grades (forecasting
success as professionals in their chosen careers), and be good citizens of the
community.
• The students are future professionals, and they are expected
to act as responsible professionals from the moment they enter the Salir Adelante
program.
• The students are currently receiving support, but are
expected to “pay it forward”, not so much financially as in service to others. Lidia
and Sabina, with help from Briza, are devising social service projects for them to
carry out.
• By the time they graduate, they are like family to us and to
their sponsors, so we expect them to stay in touch with us.
Acercándonos Birthday Party
On Saturday afternoon, we had the monthly birthday party for the ahijados of
Acercándonos whose birthdays fall in August. This time it was Captain America’s

turn to take his lumps as our piñata, and take them he did!

The White Tornado Lifts Off
We put Chris Connelly on an airplane Saturday afternoon. It had been a

sometimes tranquil, sometimes agitated, visit, but one that paid big dividends in
terms of better service to the ahijados, which is what we’re here for. We’ll be
working all this coming week to implement all the things that Chris launched on
this visit. Meanwhile, if you ever wondered what the “airport escalator photo op”
looks like from the other end, here it is.

John’s Busiest Day Yet
For some reason, it worked out that John’s young Church of the Good
Shepherd scheduled 3 different “firsts” all for the same day (today):

First was the first-ever Men’s Luncheon, which drew 19 men (a really

good number for Alto Cayma). We gathered first for praise singing and a message.

Then the food was on, served by our jovial waitstaff. One of the guys in the group is a

chef, and the grub he prepared was really good.

Shortly after lunch, we moved on to John’s little church, filling the
place to capacity for the regular Sunday afternoon worship service. Included in the

service was the first-ever baptism for this new church, with Glenda, my

housekeeper, as the person being baptized.
The service then ended with the first-ever Lord’s Supper being served

in this new church.
Dead Motorcycle
My motorcycle has broken down on me completely, leaving me in the
ignominious position of having to be towed home behind our van. I’ll have to get our

mechanic to figure out what piece of Chinese potmetal failed this time. I think it may
be time to shop for a new bike. Meanwhile, I’m getting around on this 110 c.c.

motorbike which I borrowed from a college girl. Oh, the shame of it all!
“Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma”,
Jim

