Report No. 2 from Alto Cayma - 17 Mar 19
Happy St Patrick's Day
Happy St Paddy's day, dear readers! In honor of the occasion, I send
you this card, one of the 200 models still available from the young women of

the Creaciones Angel cardmaking group. Every line on this card is hand
embroidered in green thread, in stitches so fine that the entire line appears
to be printed. Such is the artistry of Creaciones Angel. If you're interested in
these cards, you can see the catalog at www.serving-alto-cayma.info and
obtain what you want by writing to me at hintzes3@aol.com.
Letters to "Ahijados" (Sponsorees)
And speaking of writing, many sponsors of ahijados in both the
Acercándonos (children and elderly) and Salir Adelante (post-secondary
students) programs still haven't written to their ahijados. We are not only
still accepting letters, we are urging you to write. It means so much to your
ahijados to hear from you, even if your letter is not a literary work of art.
Starting now, we are again going to require each ahijado to write to their
"padrinos" twice a year. How nice it would be if you were to show them the
way by writing to them first. Just e-mail your letters to me at
hintzes3@aol.com. I will get them translated, printed and delivered.
National University Entrance Exams
As I indicated last week, we are now in the season of entrance exams
to study in the tuition-free National University. Because this is such an
affordable education option, the competition to get into the National
University is fierce. The results of a couple of special exams have now been
released, and we have one student, Dina Ccoyori, who got in. She plans to
study Literature, and her test results placed her 5th among the 10 students
who got in to study that major.
There's an interesting story behind Dina. We took her into the
Acercándonos sponsorship program as a young child in Jul '07, with Allen
Langley, of Shelby, NC, as her sponsor. Dina was one of 4 siblings living
alone, with the younger ones being raised by their older brother and sister.
They were all living in a single room of provisional construction, so we
decided to help the older brother build a solid structure through our Home
Improvement Program. Visiting Rotarians from the Dilworth Rotary Club

even helped dig the trenches for the foundation of this structure. And now,
11-1/2 years later, Dina is still with us, and achieving academic success. One
wonders what her chances would have been had we not taken an interest in
her welfare and advancement.
The vast majority of the students will be taking their entrance exams
next weekend, so results will still be incomplete by press time for my next
report, but will be available the week after.
Rotaract
Wednesday was the 51st anniversary of the founding of the first
Rotaract club in the world (at UNC Charlotte), and the almost 10,000
Rotaract clubs that now exist around the world celebrated that event, each in
its own way. Our Rotaract club observed the event by offering a presentation
to their parent club, the Arequipa Ciudad Blanca Rotary Club. The
presentation, given by former member Dr. Juan Quispe, dealt with health-

related themes designed to help keep us older Rotarians around for a few
more years. The lights were turned off for the presentation, but trust me,
Juan is somewhere in that black area to the left of the screen in the above
photo. :-)
Kaizen
On Friday morning, we met with Kaizen, our consulting company.
While I was out of the country, they had finished their evaluation of all our
personnel (plus helped us find our new lawyer). They were waiting for my
return to start the training phase of their work with us, and our visit to their

office was to receive and comment upon their proposed approach. We place a
lot of confidence in this group because of the quality of the work they've done
for us thus far. The training we're about to receive will take place on
Saturdays, and will run through the end of April.
Salir Adelante
Saturday morning was our monthly meeting with the students of our
Salir Adelante ("Getting Ahead") sponsorship program. I started the meeting
by speaking to the students about the importance of the letters they write to
their sponsors, who are investing so much in their education and want to
hear how the students are benefitting from that investment. All 100+ of our
students are required to write to their sponsors, but very few sponsors have
reciprocated thus far. As stated earlier in this report, it's still not too late
to do so. I hope many more of you will e-mail me a letter to your student
over the next week or two.
During the course of the meeting, as the students slip out one at a time
to collect their monthly financial support, the group organizes presentations
by its members in their areas of expertise. This month we heard from Guisela

Llallacache (majoring in Initial Education) on Hyperactive Children, and
from Oscar Medina (Law student) on the Conciliation Process as an

alternative to acrimonious lawsuits.
Acercándonos
Saturday afternoon was the monthly birthday party for the children
and elderly of the Acercándonos ("Coming Together") sponsorship program. I
wasn't able to stay for the whole party this time, but I did get to see the latest

relay race game that the ladies of the office rolled out to get the folks warmed
up and in a festive mood.
Mujeres con Esperanza
Our building project in the Mujeres con Esperanza ("Women with
Hope") settlement hasn't changed much lately from outward appearances.

Lots of finishing work is going on inside the building, and the security system
is being installed (note the electric fence in the left portion of the photo), but
we've had to wait for the rains to end before we could paint the exterior. (The
washed out paint on the front of the building shows what happened when our
first attempt to paint was followed shortly by a hard rainfall.) Things are dry
now, and we're ready to resume, but with this long delay, Jesús, our builder,
is nowhere to be found. I've told Victor we can't wait beyond Monday for the
Second Coming of Jesús. Either he shows up then, or we'll have to contract
with someone else to do the exterior painting and take that work out of Jesús'
contract. One way or another, this building has to be ready for dedication on
13 Apr 19, which is just 4 weeks away now.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

