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Alejandrina
It doesn't seem possible that it was just last week that I offered the
opportunity to sponsor Alejandrina in this report. She got an offer of a
sponsorship the very next morning. When I notified her of her good fortune,

she was incredulous at first. She said, "Do you mean I can really study?". As

the good news sunk in, she became very happy. But then, as the enormity of

what had just been offered to her suddenly hit her, she became "beyond
happy".
When I shared these photos with her "padrino" (sponsor), he wrote
back saying, "Wow! You're the answer to her prayers." How modest of him! I
told him that if he wanted to see the answer to her prayers, all he had to do
was look in the mirror every morning. What a difference he's making in this

young life! And what a difference she'll make in his! This sponsor is already
supporting two other students, and they've both become like family to him.
They e-mail back and forth regularly, and I'm sure the same will happen with
Alejandrina.
Giuliana's Scouting Activity
We have Giuliana assigned to just walk through the neighborhoods
looking for elderly who might be living in abandonment, and she's already
found quite a few. On Tuesday, we went delivering blankets to some of these
people, including 83-year old Alejandro (shown here with his son), who fell

and hit his head several months ago and is still recovering from that blow.
We found people in need of more than just blankets, such as this woman, Sra.

Petronila, also 83 years old, who suffers from chronic eye irritation. Life is
very hard for these people, but they bear their afflictions with patience and
grace.
Rotaract
Malú, the current president of the Rotaract club, made an appointment
to see me. She was looking for financial support for 5 members of the club to

be able to travel to Lima for the annual Rotaract District Conference. When I
saw the names of the members she wanted to send, I recognized the names of
several students who have sponsors in our Salir Adelante program, so I wrote
to them, and they all agreed to send extra money for this worthwhile purpose.
In the end, 3 members are going with support from their regular sponsors,
and the other 2 are going with support from Rotarians who are not their
sponsors. In addition, each will get $25 spending money, thanks the good
example set by two of the "madrinas" (sponsors) who offered that support to
their "ahijadas" (sponsorees).
Visitors
Paul Schmidt arrived on Thursday morning, to stay for 1 week. The

first afternoon he was here, we took him on a blanket delivery run in the
Mujeres con Esperanza ("Women with Hope") settlement up the hill, giving
all of us the opportunity to meet some of Giuliana's recently-identified elderly

in need. Paul was surprised to see that even in Mujeres con Esperanza we

have some "gated communities". We also drove him past the local

laundromat. :-)
After the blanket deliveries, we took Paul to observe some of the
Thursday afternoon activities that take place in Mujeres con Esperanza, and

I took him up on the roof of the building to show him how far above us the

community continues to grow, even though where we're standing is already 21/2 miles farther up the mountainside than our first Service Center, which
still operates down below.
On Friday morning, Paul was in our office when Carmen, our new
lawyer, brought in a woman whom she had found going through the trash on
a street corner. Carmen was very upset, because she thought that the woman
was scavenging for food. She didn't realize that the woman, Sra. Petrona,
gleans recyclables from the trash to make a little money, as do many of the
elderly in Alto Cayma. Sra. Petrona was already on our waiting list for a

sponsorship, and Paul volunteered to sponsor her then and there, making
Carmen very happy.
David & Donna Hodgkins arrived on Friday, to stay just 3 days this
time. They were here to see all the "ahijados" they sponsor, of course, but this

time the principal motive for their visit was the building dedication described
below. The very afternoon they arrived, however, they had a surprise visitor.
It was Juan Pablo, a man who lost both legs in an accident a few years ago,

and for whom David rallied the support of his Dilworth Rotary club to buy
Juan Pablo a pair of prosthetic legs. This time Juan Pablo had an extra
surprise for David. He had come in from the agricultural area outside of
Arequipa where he works, driving his own car, which he himself had cleverly

rigged with handrods to enable him to operate the brake and the accelerator
by hand.
Aldea Birthday Party
On Friday afternoon, we took all 3 of our visitors to the Aldea
(orphanage) for a birthday party. Due to scheduling difficulties, we had not
had a party in the month of March, so this party was for both March and
April birthdays, and we had 5 boys celebrating. While victor was counseling a

couple of the boys, it looks like the others were signaling, "Stop stalling, and
cut the cakes!". :-)
People send us $60 per boy to sponsor these birthday parties, and we
always have visitors stand in for those sponsors when the gifts are presented.
This time, since we had 5 boys and only 3 visitors, we drafted a couple of girls

from Germany to join us. The one in red is a volunteer spending a year
working in the Aldea, and the one in green is her older sister who happened
to be visiting just now, and who had similarly given a year of service to an
orphanage in Cartagena, Colombia, 2 years ago.
If anyone out there would like to make a one-time donation of $60 to
sponsor one of these birthdays, just drop me a line (hintzes3@aol.com) and I'll
tell you how you can do it.
JHD Community Center Dedication
On Saturday morning, we had the biggest event in the history of the
Association Serving Alto Cayma (ASAC) - the dedication of our new building

in Mujeres con Esperanza. David & Donna Hodgkins are the "naming
sponsors" who made this construction possible, and the building is named the
JHD (for Jessica Hodgkins Dovi) Community Center, in honor of the
daughter that they lost to cancer 11 years ago.
We had a banner made for the occasion, and the day before the
ceremony we were trying out different ways of hanging it, such as hanging it

from Briza all day, but her arm wasn't long enough.

The morning of the event, our ladies made themselves extra pretty.

The people greeted David & Donna as they arrived.

When the crowd had assembled outside, David & Donna cut the ribbon and
we went inside.

Everyone was accommodated, even a wheelchair-bound lady whom the
Rotaractors had to carry up the stairs to the big meeting hall on the second
floor.

Father Alex went through the whole building, blessing each room and finally
ending up blessing David & Donna themselves, in front of a special display

that highlighted the fact that the building was being dedicated not only to
Jessica, but to the Hodgkins' other two children and their families as well.

We had good representation in the audience, with members of our staff,

Father Alex, the community itself, the ladies from our cooking classes, our
consultants from Kaizen, our psychologists from Humanitarians Without
Borders, and our friends from Rotary and Rotaract.
I gave a historical review of how the ASAC had gotten to this point from
where we started 15 years ago.

David then offered a very moving toast, which I will repeat here in its

entirety:
"We are very happy to be giving this building to the people of Mujeres
con Esperanza! It was built in the memory of our daughter Jessica, who lost
her fight to melanoma cancer in 2008, at the age of 30. She was a loving
mother, a daughter, a sister, a wife, an aunt and a granddaughter, who loved
everyone in her family and her friends, and who was a very giving and caring
person! She would have loved this building and what it means to this
community. Our other daughter and our son and our grandchildren are
honored by this building as well. So please - use this building as much as
possible. Learn here, play here, celebrate here, and respect the meaning of
the building and how important it is to you, your families, and how important
it was for our family to be able to build it for you! Thank you all!"
Some of the ladies from the cooking class had come wearing the typical
costume of their home region, and we were treated to a small fashion show,

after which the ladies who had completed the course were given their
certificates, with their class named for Jessica.
David & Donna were given a tour of the building, the highlight of which I
think was the view from the roof of the building.

Our staff put an awful lot of work into this event, but it was worth it. As I
said, this is the most significant event that has taken place in the 15 year
history of the ASAC.
Acercándonos Elderly Meeting
Saturday afternoon we had our monthly meeting of the elderly in our
Acercándonos sponsorship program. These meetings are run by Briza and the
ladies from our office. Victor came for the first time in several months, and

was very warmly received. The meeting provided an opportunity for Paul to

meet 3 of the 6 elderly people he sponsors, since this was his first visit here.
One lady got excited when she saw David & Donna arrive, and came
up to give them a hug, because she's being sponsored by Donna's sister.

(David & Donna have been sponsoring people in the Acercándonos program
for years, and they've been very good about spreading the word of this
opportunity to their friends and family members, generating even more
sponsorships for the people of Alto Cayma.)
A Promising Report
After the Acercándonos meeting, we took David & Donna back to the
office to receive a report from Gregorio (with glasses, on the right), our

psychologist from Humanitarians Without Borders, on Mariluz, a troubled
girl whom David & Donna have been sponsoring for many years. Fortunately,
Gregorio reported that her outlook is good, as long as she continues with the
psychotherapy which he is currently giving her. It's great to have people like
Gregorio available to us. It enriches our work, giving us greater reach into
the whole range of problems which, in combination, can be holding a family
back.
Palm Sunday Mass
On Sunday we went to mass in one of the 5 churches in which Father

Alex offers multiple masses each week. He went through a lot of holy water,

going all through the church blessing the palms the people had brought.
Father Alex never ceases to amaze us. He has one full time job with his
pastoral duties and another full time job with his social services, yet he still
seems to have time to generate new ideas for new projects, and he's obviously

thriving on his missionary vocation.
Hike to Town
After church on Sunday, we had a good-sized group of people who were
willing to join us in hiking all the way from Alto Cayma to downtown

Arequipa. As it turned out, we ran out of time and had to call Victor to come

pick us up and take us to the El Montonero restaurant in time for our lunch

reservation for 17 people.
After lunch, we walked the rest of the way downtown, and were met
with a surprise parade celebrating the many cultures in the area

immediately surrounding the city of Arequipa.
Farewell Dinner
And as if we hadn't stuffed our faces enough, we had a farewell dinner

with David & Donna at La Trattoría, their favorite restaurant, before they
continued their journey on to Cuzco.
And thus ended a very full and productive week, even by Alto Cayma
standards.
"Love God, Serve Neighbor/Serving Alto Cayma",
Jim

